
West Texas Reining Horse Association presents…. 

Permian Basin Slide 
NRHA  WTRHA  AQHA  Approved 

July 11-12, 2009 
Andrews County Expo Arena– 1441 East State Hwy 176, Andrews, TX 

Judge-Mark Miller 
Show Secretaries: Ed & Glenda Harrel 

Show Manager: Brent Schmidt 
NRHA Rep: Katherine Moore 

Friday Saturday Sunday 
Open arena until 11:00 am A) Open, INT Open, LTD Open, Rookie 

Professional, AQHA Open 
A) NonPro, INT NP, LTD NP, AQHA 
Amateur, AQHA Select Amateur 

Paid Warm Ups begin at 1 pm 
(Reservations Required ) 

B) Rookie II, AQHA Nov. Amat. B) Novice Horse Open-level 2, Green 
Reiner 

 C) Youth 13-U, Youth 14-18, WTRHA 
Youth, AQHA Youth 

C) WTRHA $500 Novice Rider 

 D) Novice Horse NP-level 2, Green as 
Grass 

  

   

   Class        Added   EF          JF Pattern 
Open   500   40  25 9 
INT Open  250   25  20 9 
LTD Open  150   15  10 9 
Rookie Prof.  JP   10  10 9 
AQHA Open     30   9 
Rookie II  JP   20  10 5 
AQHA Nov. Ama.    30   5 
Youth 13-U  JP   10  0 4 
Youth 14-18  JP   10  0 4 
AQHA 18-U     10   4 
WTRHA Youth     10   4 
Novice Horse NP-L2 JP   25  20 6 
Green as Grass     20  15 6 
NonPro  300   30  25 8 
INT NP  150   15  10 8 
LTD NP  200   20  15 8 
AQHA Amateur    30   8 
AQHA Select Ama.    30   8 
Novice Horse Op L2 JP   25  20 6 
Green Reiner     25  15 6  
WTRHA $500 Novice Rider   25  15 3  

Paid warm ups available on Friday beginning at 1 pm. $25 for 10 minutes. Reservations required. Call Glenda Harrel at 
817.929.5802 for available times. All reservations will be charged. $20 office fee except for youth. Stalls are $25 night. 
Shavings available for extra charge. RV hookups available for $30/ night. Negative Coggins required. AQHA Classes use 
AQHA rules. NRHA Classes use NRHA rules. Affiliate membership required for owners and riders for year end awards 

and for NAAC eligibility. For complete class conditions for Club Classes, see www.wtrha.com.  
Show starts at 8am Saturday and Sunday. 
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RULE CHANGES – PROPOSED FOR VOTE IN 2009 

Final discussion and vote: May 31, 2009 
(Rules to take effect January 1, 2010) 

 
Procedures: NRHA accepts all rule change proposals submitted by members, committees, staff, legal 
counsel, or the NRHA Board of Directors.  These proposals are discussed and evaluated during at least two 
meetings prior to the final vote. 
 
01-01-10  Submitted by the Entry Level Show Format Task Force 
REVISED 4/5/2009 
Background – 
In today’s competitive market and ever changing horse show industry, we need entry-level class structures, show formats, and 
show approval processes to support affiliate development.  This will allow the NRHA to open the door for jackpot reinings, open 
shows, 4-H, interscholastic, intercollegiate/NCAA and other entry level activities such as our current “green as grass” classes.  In 
addition, we continue to see the unapproved activities because it is too expensive or cumbersome within our current structure.  In 
the interest of growing the sport worldwide, we believe there is a need to open the door wider for entry to our industry and thus 
develop a ‘ladder’ which allows people to move from rung to rung as they grow in the sport at their speed, level of skill and 
economic capabilities, while being a part of the NRHA reining community.  We believe that currently the minimum standard is too 
high which prevents show organizers from being innovative and meeting the demands of entry level participants.  We believe that 
‘all’ activity should be included in the NRHA.  We have identified a few key limitations for show organizers:   added money 
requirements, trophy expenses, purse retainage percentages, judge’s expenses, ownership requirements, and membership fees.  In 
today’s market, the demand to play is there – the time to wait for skill development is not present and we need to develop the 
opportunity for the ‘want to’ to come and join us. 
 
The NRHA EC has charged this Task Force with developing a series of entry level formats/classes that will meet the following 
goals: 

 Fun for the exhibitors in a family oriented environment 
 Less expensive; ‘pay as you wish you play’ 
 Efficient application within the rules and procedures, therefore a more pleasant and accessible environment 
 Can be used as an affiliate development tool (to drive new activity, members, revenue, etc) 

 
 
This Task Force is proposing we develop the following: 

 Altered or new class formats and approval processes including fees, purses, and retainage.  New entry classes 
(non-existing NRHA classes) will see a different format to gain NRHA approval. 

 Changed show and class format templates that may encourage organizations like our breed alliances, 
intercollegiate, interscholastic, 4-H, jackpot and open shows competitions to be associated with NRHA. 

 New memberships (new fees that will result in limited privileges and services). 
 Alternate ownership requirements, as well as, ease of obtaining competition licenses at the horse show. 

 
Entry Level NRHA Added Money Show Format:  Rung right before moving to standard NRHA competition (Full Category 1 
competition) 
 
Goals 

• Developing ground for new and small affiliates – Increase Affiliate membership.  Also useful to established affiliates to 
attract new members and as fundraisers. 

• Provide for a rung of the ladder that takes people from this level into higher level NRHA approved competitions.  
Provides them a place to play prior to moving to the next rung of Rookie competition. 

• Provide a less expensive place to play – within the confines of NRHA, thus, hooking them so they become life-long 
members and continue to support the sport of reining. 

• Family oriented, fun, and educational – allow the judges to talk to exhibitors as a learning experience such as “Ask the 
Judge” forums or the judge talks to exhibitors at the conclusion of the class. 

 
Class format 

• Less than $500 TOTAL added money   
• Lower entry fees  - include a fee to “show all day” if someone wants to  
• Classified as a “C” show 
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Class Structure 

• Only offers Open, Non Pro and Youth classes (since exhibitors have $500 or less NRHA earning to even participate in 
this level show) 

 
Show approval process 

• No NRHA retainage – simple application fee of $50 for holding the show 
• Show organizers can retain any amount of the entry fees they wish in order to defray costs to hold the show 
• Shows do not count towards Top Ten or Year End awards 
• Results are recorded at NRHA and remain part of the record on the horse and the exhibitor.  Results are recorded in a new 

‘category’. 
• Show Secretaries need to be certified  
• Standard NRHA patterns and rules around 1 hand on the reins 
• Standard NRHA rules around legal bits and attire 
• Can hold whatever classes fit their needs – no requirement to hold an Open in order to hold a Non Pro and no requirement 

to hold both age levels of the Youth 
• Not subject to 90 day application timelimit.  Shows applying for “C” status must apply 30 days prior to the show date. 

 
Membership 

• Associate NRHA memberships required - Reduced membership fee (and reduced benefits) encouraging more members to 
join. 

• $20 fee – get electronic Reiner only and access to the “members only” section of the website.  Allow access at these entry 
level shows only – in order to go to a standard NRHA competition the exhibitor would have to ‘upgrade’ to a standard 
membership (and pay the difference between this $20 membership and the standard membership). 

• Requires Non Pro declarations to show in the Non Pro.  This is a one time $25 fee and would apply if the Non Pro 
member moves up to a standard NRHA membership (Non Pro declaration would already be in place). 

 
Competition Licensing 

• Competition licenses are required and can be applied for at the show  
 
Ownership requirements 

• No ownership requirements because this gets reported in a separate Category  (Category 10) and does not count towards 
eligibility limits in Category 1, 2 or 5 

 
Eligibility 

• Only those exhibitors with $500 or less in  NRHA earnings in Categories 1-9 and Youth with less than 50 NRHA points 
can participate in these entry level shows 

 
Judging Format 

•    Taking to Judges’ Committee to determine.. 
 
Current NRHA Rules that may impede this format? 

 Class Format (rule requiring $500 in added money) 
 Show Approval (requiring retainage to NRHA) 
 50% maximum show retainage 
 Judges 
 Ownership requirements 
 Requirement to hold an Open if holding a Non Pro class and requirement to hold both age groups of the Youth 

 
Entry Level NRHA Jackpot Only Show Format:  Rung right before moving to Entry level Added Money shows 
 
Goals 

• Developing ground for new and small affiliates – Increase Affiliate membership.  Also useful to established affiliates to 
attract new members. 

• Provide for a rung of the ladder that takes people from this level into the entry level added money shows..and then on to 
standard NRHA competition via Rookie formats. 

• Provide a less expensive place to play – within the confines of NRHA, thus, hooking them so they become life-long 
members and continue to support the sport of reining. 

• Family oriented, fun, and educational – allow the judges to talk to exhibitors as a learning experience such as “Ask the 
Judge” forums or the judge talks to exhibitors at the conclusion of the class. 
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statements and evidence available have been gathered according to the disciplinary procedure that 
is followed, the designee shall then submit a report to the IRC or appropriate standing committee, 
if any, for review and recommend of action. 

g) If the protest involves actions as a Professional, Non Pro, or Judge, then the IRC shall consist of 
two members from the appropriate committee and one Executive Committee member who is not 
on the committee.  For example, if the protest is against a Non Pro, the committee would consist 
of two members from the Non Pro Committee and one Executive Committee member who is not 
on the Non Pro Committee.  However, if the committee filed the protest, then the IRC shall 
consist of two Board of Directors members and one Executive Committee member who are not 
on that committee.  For example if the Non Pro Committee files a protest, none of the members of 
that Committee may sit on the IRC. 

h) All persons who serve on the IRC are not eligible to sit on the final hearing body in the event the 
protest is deemed to warrant a hearing.  For the Judges Committee, a selected representative from 
the Judges Committee may sit as one member of the Judges IRC. 

i) The Hearing Body IRC or appropriate standing committee shall have authority to choose one of 
the following two alternatives:  (a) take no action and dismiss the matter, or (b) send the matter to 
the Hearing Body  to hold a full hearing.  The Judges Committee also has a third alternative (c) 
recommend an individual submit to an Investigative Judge’s Review. 
Section 7.  Hearing Body Procedure:  The Hearing Body has the responsibility of managing a 

protest or dispute from the time that a case is officially filed at the NRHA office until that case is either 
rejected or brought to resolution at a deciding hearing.  All cases will be subjected to a preliminary 
review, the result of which is either rejection of the case or advancement of the case to the full Hearing 
Body for final resolution.  When a case is officially filed with the NRHA office, the NRHA staff 
members in charge will forward all pertinent information about the case to a member of the Hearing 
Body designated as the “manager” of that case along with two additional Hearing Body members 
designated as the “preliminary jury.”  The “manager” and “preliminary jury” will review the case on it’s 
merits and, along with NRHA counsel, either reject the case or advance it to a hearing by the full Hearing 
Body.  For those cases designated for advancement, the manager will have the responsibility, (along with 
NRHA counsel), of presenting the facts of the case at the hearing.  [All members of the Hearing Body 
will serve as managers and/or preliminary jury members.  Cases will be assigned by the NRHA staff on a 
purely rotational basis.  An individual member of the Hearing Body may be the manager of or a 
preliminary jury member on more than one case at a time if the case load so requires.]  The makeup of 
the Hearing Body will be public knowledge, but he manager of and preliminary jury members on specific 
cases will be confidential.  All evidence pertaining to a case, all testimony in the hearing and all Hearing 
Body member deliberations will be confidential.  The manager of a case and the preliminary jurors on 
that case will vote in the deciding hearing.  The result of the deciding hearing will be presented to the 
party involved by NRHA counsel. 

a) If the Preliminary Jury IRC recommends a hearing, the Preliminary Jury IRC may also submit a 
sealed recommendation for discipline to be opened only in the event there is a hearing and the 
Hearing Body has determined that disciplinary action is warranted. 

b) If the Preliminary Jury IRC finds the matter is not sufficiently serious to warrant a hearing, all 
parties will be advised accordingly.  However, the Preliminary Jury may issue a letter of 
concern to any party or parties relative to the matter under consideration. 

c) In the event the Preliminary Jury IRC finds that a hearing before the Hearing Body is warranted, 
the affiliate or person accused of the violation shall be given not less than thirty (30) days written 
notice of a time and place for a hearing before the Hearing Body. 

d) The Preliminary Jury IRC for judges may choose to direct the judge to submit to an Investigative 
Judges Review, rather than hold a hearing before the Hearing Body.  A judge must comply with 
the decision of the committee or request in writing a hearing before the Hearing Body within 
fifteen (15) days of receipt of notice. 

e) In the absence of the physical presence of a sufficient number of members of the Hearing Body to 
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constitute a quorum, a telephonic conference call may be used in order to achieve a quorum. 

f) In the event a quorum cannot be achieved in order to hear a disciplinary matter, the accused may 
elect to continue with the disciplinary hearing with less than a quorum or continue the matter until 
a quorum is achieved. 

g) In the event the accused does not elect to continue with the disciplinary hearing with less than a 
quorum or a quorum cannot be achieved because of disqualifications or recusal by Hearing Body 
members, the President shall appoint additional NRHA members to hear the disciplinary matter, 
first from the full Board of Directors and then from the past Presidents. 

Section 8.  The accused shall have the opportunity to appear in person at the hearing, with or without 
counsel, and to be heard and to present evidence and testimony on his or her own behalf and to hear and 
refute any evidence offered against him or her. Should the accused choose to appear at the hearing, the 
accused does so at his or her own expense. Additionally, any costs associated with counsel for the 
accused shall be borne by the accused, regardless of the outcome of the hearing. The parties will receive 
a decision from the Hearing Body immediately after deliberation.  

Section 9.  Proceedings before the Hearing Body shall be informal, and rules of evidence, both at 
common law or provided by Oklahoma rules of civil or criminal evidence, need not be strictly observed. 
The standard by which admissibility is determined is whether the evidence is such that an ordinary 
prudent person is willing to rely upon it. As an NRHA member, participant at an NRHA approved event 
or a person appearing before the Hearing Body, the accused person agrees that all witnesses and 
participants in such hearing shall be immune from any civil liability whatsoever, including, but not 
limited to, libel, slander, invasion of privacy, defamation, or product of disparagement, for testimony 
given in the course of preparation for or at the hearing. 

Section 10.  Except as provided elsewhere in these Rules and Regulations, in regard to any violation 
of NRHA rules and regulations by an individual, member, non-member or entity, the Hearing Body 
shall impose at a minimum the following sanctions: 

a) First Offense- not less than 30 days probation  
b) Second Offense- not less than 30 days suspension. 
c) Third Offense- not less than a one-year suspension.  
d) In the event the Hearing Body does not necessarily feel that there has been a violation of the 

Handbook but the Hearing Body feels the matter should be addressed, the Hearing Body is 
authorized to issue a letter of concern or reprimand to any party of parties. 

In addition to the minimum sanctions set forth above, the Hearing Body shall have jurisdiction to 
invoke any or all of the following sanctions, including but not limited to, revocation or denial of 
membership privileges, revocation of participation privileges in all NRHA approved events, denial of 
privilege of access or presence on the show grounds of an NRHA approved event, denial of privilege to 
advertise in NRHA’s official publications and/or an assessment of a fine. In the case of a violation by a 
show committee, affiliate, similar organization, or by the NRHA itself, the Hearing Body may take such 
action as necessary to remedy the violation and where appropriate, discipline the organization in 
question. 

Section 11.  In the event sanctions or other requirements are imposed and ordered by the Hearing 
Body, such as the return of prize money, prizes, trophies, etc., the sanctions shall continue beyond the 
original sanction period imposed and ordered by the Hearing Body so long as there is any unfulfilled or 
uncompleted requirement/sanction.  In the event a sanction or requirement is unfulfilled or unsatisfied for 
sixty (60) days that person’s membership shall be revoked.  After fulfilling all obligations, that person 
may re-apply for membership, and judging and Non Pro privileges. 

Section 11.  The Hearing Body through its President and/or its designee will issue a written order 
including finding of fact and/or conclusions reflecting the Board’s decision within a reasonable period of 
time after the close of the hearing. All parties will receive a copy of the order. In the event of any 
suspension, those findings of facts will be published in the Reiner magazine. 
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Section 12.  When a member is disciplined by probation, the order of the Hearing Body will be 

presented to the NRHA Board of Directors and the name of such member or non-member will be 
published in the official NRHA publication, “The Reiner.” 

 
Section 13.   
a) In the event a member suspended for any reason enters a horse as an owner or rider at any NRHA 

approved event during the period of suspension either as owner, rider, or agent, the NRHA will 
impose an additional six (6) month period of suspension and all show prizes and awards will be 
forfeited to the NRHA as per the current NRHA Handbook. 

b) Reinstatement Fee:  Members who are suspended for any reason must pay the association a 
$100 fee to reinstate their membership. 

c) Non Pro Privileges:  A Non Pro that has received disciplinary action and/or suspension must 
relinquish their Non Pro card or Non Pro Life Card to the NRHA office within fifteen (15) days 
of receipt of finding of fact the result of the deciding hearing.  Once the duration of the 
disciplinary action and/or suspension is concluded, a general membership card will may be issued 
to the individual upon proper application and payment of the reinstatement fee and they may re-
apply for his/her Non Pro privileges according to NRHA policy. 

d) A Non Pro that has received disciplinary action and/or suspension may re-apply for his/her Non 
Pro privileges (as stated in they current Non Pro Conditions) once the duration of the disciplinary 
action and/or suspension is concluded.  Once re-approved for Non Pro privileges, the Non Pro 
would be eligible for the same divisions as previous to the suspension, providing that the Non 
Pro’s eligibility did not change during the length of the disciplinary action and/or suspension time 
period. 

e) Judging Privileges:  A judge that has received disciplinary action and suspension of any kind 
may regain his/her judging privileges once the duration of the disciplinary action and/or 
suspension is concluded by reapplying in writing to the Executive Committee.  Reinstatement of 
judging privileges will be at the discretion of the Executive Committee with the recommendation 
of the Judges Committee. 

f) NRHA Professionals Privileges:  An NRHA Professional that has received revocation of NRHA 
Professional status, disciplinary action and/or suspension of any kind may regain his/her NRHA 
Professional status once the duration of the disciplinary action and/or suspension is concluded by 
applying in writing to the Executive Committee.  Reinstatement of NRHA Professional status will 
be at the discretion of the Executive Committee following recommendation by the Professionals 
Committee. 

Section 14.  If the Hearing Body deems the submission of a protest to be malicious and/or frivolous, 
appropriate disciplinary action may be taken. 

Section 15. Any member interfering with or attempting to influence the outcome of a protest 
investigation or hearing may be subject to disciplinary action by the NRHA. 

Section 16.  The decision and action of the Hearing Body shall be final and binding upon all parties, 
however any aggrieved party to any protest may appeal the decision of the Hearing Body upon the 
payment of a $500 fee to the NRHA within ten (10) days of the announcement by the Hearing Body of 
its decision.  (Combined Section 16 & 17 together) 

Any aggrieved party to any protest may appeal the decision of the Hearing Body upon the payment of 
a $500 fee to the NRHA within ten (10) days of the announcement by the Hearing Body of its decision. 

Section 17.  The decision and action of the Hearing Body shall be final and binding upon all parties. 
Section 17. All disciplinary hearings shall be held originate at the principal office of the NRHA, or 

any other location as determined by the Hearing Body with consideration given to Section 6 (p) above. 
 

 
E. CAUSES FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION 
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ABUSE   
Section 1.  A member of the association shall not abuse or mistreat any horse in any manner whatsoever 

on the show grounds. Abuse is defined as an action, or failure to act, which a reasonably prudent person, 
informed and experienced in the customs, accepted training techniques and exhibition procedures, would 
determine to be cruel, abusive, inhumane or detrimental to the horse’s health. 

Section 2.  Individuals will be subject to the disciplinary procedures set forth in Article C if it is 
determined that there was a willful abuse of the horse under any of the following circumstances: 

a) The individual physically participates in the abuse of the animal or shows the horse in a condition 
to be considered abuse. 

b) The individual designates himself or herself as the exhibitor on the show entry form. 
 

UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT 
Section 1.  Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated.  Unsportsmanlike conduct shall be defined as 

any action of disrespect deceit or fraud directed to judges, show management, show representatives, the 
NRHA (which shall not have a 15 day restriction), NRHA members or other exhibitors.  

Section 2.  Unsportsmanlike conduct shall also include failure to respond timely to any reasonable 
request by the NRHA, including failure to respond to disciplinary investigation inquiries after seven (7) 
days notice to respond has been given.   

Section 3.   Individuals accused of unsportsmanlike conduct will be subject to disciplinary procedures set 
forth in Article C D. 
 

F. FORFEITURES 
Section 1.  Any rider participating in a class or division in which he/she (or the horse he/she is riding) is 

not eligible will be fined $25 for the first offense.  After receipt of the notice, any second offense may result 
in a fine of $200.   When a horse/rider is found to be ineligible, the earnings will be forfeited to the NRHA 
and all prizes and awards will be returned to the appropriate secretary.   

Section 2.  Upon receipt of any forfeited earnings, NRHA will redirect the forfeited earnings to the show 
committee to be redistributed.  NRHA will make corrections to the class placing and earnings in the NRHA 
database.  It is the responsibility of the ineligible and/or disciplined exhibitor and/or owner to return all 
forfeited earnings to the NRHA and all prizes and awards to the appropriate show secretary. 

 
G. FAILURE TO PAY 

Any member may be suspended and denied privileges of the Association and any non-member, and any 
non-member approved show or official thereof, may be denied privileges of the Association for failure to pay 
when due, any obligation owed to the Association, Reiner Magazine or any NRHA approved show for 
failure to pay entry fees, stall fees, office charges, premiums or any other fees or charges connected with the 
exhibition of reining horses; provided, however, that fifteen (15) days before action, written notice of the 
account due and the intention to suspend and withhold privileges of the Association shall be delivered to 
such member or non-member. This provision also includes the payment of any costs, fees or obligations for a 
check that is returned to the NRHA or any show or affiliate that has been deemed by a bank to be paid by an 
account that contains non-sufficient funds. Any suspension and denial of privileges under this section shall 
terminate upon full payment of the obligation due.  This rule shall further apply to the rider, owner, or agent 
for any unpaid debts related to the entry, exhibition, showing, stalling, or any related fee of an entry at an 
approved NRHA event.  Agent is defined as anyone who acts and/or signs on the behalf of an owner or rider. 
 
   H. LEGAL ACTIONS 

Every member, former member and non-member, including any corporation, LLC, partnership, trust, 
estate or other legal entity that may be subject to these rules at any time, agrees that he, she, or such entity 
will not commence any action, whether in law or equity, against the NRHA in any courts other than those 

Deleted: 
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federal and state courts located in Oklahoma County, Oklahoma.  If unsuccessful in any attempt to overturn 
any NRHA decisions, actions, rules or regulations, said person or entity agrees to reimburse NRHA for its 
reasonable attorney fees, court costs and other expenses in connection with the defense of such suit.  
 

I. COURT OF LAW CONVICTIONS 
A conviction of an individual under municipal, county, state or federal law, whether or not the NRHA is 

involved, may subject the convicted person to discipline by the NRHA Executive Committee under the terms 
set forth in Article C, Section 9.  Any discipline imposed will be stayed pending completion of any statutory 
appeals.  Acceptance of a conviction by NRHA will be given after notice to the sanctioned individual or 
entity, who may request a hearing before the NRHA Executive Committee to present lack of due process by 
the convicting court of law to merit NRHA’s refusal to impose discipline. 

 
J. CONVICTIONS BY OTHER EQUINE ORGANIZATIONS 

NRHA Executive Committee may accept suspension rulings pertaining to cruel or inhumane treatment of 
horses from other recognized equine related associations and state racing commissions. The effect of such 
acceptance is to suspend the individual from NRHA membership privilege, or for non-members, to deny 
membership privileges, for a length of time equal to the suspension for which reciprocity is given.  
Acceptance of such rulings by NRHA will be given after notice to the sanctioned individual or entity, who 
may request a hearing before the NRHA Executive Committee to present lack of due process by the 
reporting association to merit NRHA’s refusal to give reciprocity. 
 
 
 
Intent of Proposal (include additional pages as necessary): 
Clean up and better organize procedures. 
 
 
40-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Executive Committee 
Change GENERAL RULES & REGULATIONS, D. Disciplinary Procedures  (reference page 40 of the 
2009 NRHA Handbook) 
Add New 
Section 19.  The NRHA has the right to publish the name of any member, current or not, in the appropriate 
suspension or probation list. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
This puts into the Handbook what is already being practiced. 
 
 
43-01-10  Submitted by NRHA Membership Services Department 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, A. Membership (1)(a)  (reference page 43 of the 2009 
NRHA Handbook) 
A. MEMBERSHIP 
     (1) All riders and owners……. 
            (a) Memberships: …. 
                
                 NRHA memberships, Non Pro Declarations, or NRHA Professionals applications, including the 
NRHA Reiner commence when the membership is received. Memberships and NRHA Reiner subscriptions 
are not retroactive. 
 
NRHA memberships, Non Pro Declarations or NRHA Professionals Applications received with show results 
will be made effective the first date of the respective show.  



  Page 13 of 26 
 
Memberships paid at shows – If a member applied through the NRHA Office or at a show and is required to 
pay again at another show, NRHA will refund the second membership if it is paid within 30 days of the first 
membership. If it was paid after 30 days, there will be no refund and NRHA retains the money. .  
 
Annual and Three Year memberships end on December 31st of the respective year.  Memberships are not 
retroactive. The first issue of the NRHA Reiner will be received in 6-8 weeks after the membership or 
subscription is received by NRHA. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
Amend rule to clarify other applications taken at shows as well as to add verbiage concerning the effective 
date of applications taken at shows as well as refund verbiage. This was previously a policy and needed to be 
included in the handbook. 
 
 
43-02-10  Submitted by NRHA Membership Services Department 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, A. Membership  (reference page 43 of the 2009 NRHA 
Handbook) 

A. MEMBERSHIP 
Add new below: 
NRHA memberships……after membership is received. 
Life Memberships – When a Life member becomes deceased, the membership will end on December 31st of 
the current year. This will allow for any horses that may be currently shown under the membership to 
continue to do so for Top Ten purposes or otherwise. After December 31st, if the horse(s) owned by the 
deceased individual will continue to be shown, the membership would then need to be renewed on an annual 
basis. 
 
Intent of Proposal:  
Formerly a policy, needs to be included in the handbook. 
 
 
44-01-10  Submitted by Anne Barnard 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, B. Non Pro Conditions (1)  (reference page 44 of the 2009 
NRHA Handbook) 
Page 44 B. Non Pro Conditions, (1) 
A Non Pro shall be defined as a person who has not directly (money) or indirectly)goods or services) 
received remuneration for showing, training or assisting in the training of any horse ridden astride regardless 
of discipline or breed – this does not include prize money.  An exception exists where an NRHyA Youth 
member is selected for any approved exchange program through the NRHyA.  The selected NRHyA 
members shall not be in jeopardy of losing his/her Non Pro status through participation in approved 
exchange programs. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To allow NRHyA members to participate in exchange programs without jeopardizing their Non Pro status. 
 
 
47-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Non Pro Committee 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, B. Non Pro Conditions (10) Non Pro Apprentice 
Exemption  (reference page 47 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
B.  Non Pro Conditions 
10)  Non Pro Apprentice Exemption 
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c)  Apprentice status must be granted by the NRHA Board of Directors following the recommendation of the 
Non Pro Committee. 
 
Renumber subsequent items. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
When the Apprentice Program was first put into place, there was concern that Non Pro’s may use this 
program to further their Non Pro career unfairly.  Since the program has been in place, this concern has not 
occurred. 
By allowing the Non Pro Committee to make the final approval, apprenticeship status can be given much 
faster.  The way it stands now, it takes roughly 90 days for an apprentice to be approved.  Sometimes the 
window of opportunity for that person can close in that amount of time. 
 
 
47-02-10  Submitted by Doug McClellend 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, add new section  (reference page 47 of the 2009 NRHA 
Handbook) 
C. Amateur Conditions 

1. An Amateur is a Non-Professional who meets the following specific criteria: 
a. An Amateur, who has NOT ridden or trained horses or horse riders for remuneration, directly 

or indirectly in the past 5 years. 
b. An Amateur who has NOT assisted in training horses or horse riders for remuneration, 

directly or indirectly in the past 5 years. 
c. An Amateur who is NOT married to a person whose primary income is currently obtained 

from training reining horses and/or who is no longer married, in the last 5 years, to a person 
whose primary income comes from the training of reining horses. 

d. An Amateur who has NOT resided in the last 5 years with a person whose primary income is 
currently obtained from training reining horses. 

e. An Amateur who no longer resides with or on the premises of the immediate family, as 
defined by the NRHA family rule, member who was, during the time of the member’s 
residency with the parent, a person who derives their primary income from training reining 
horses. 

f. An Amateur who is NOT directly or indirectly employed by a person whose primary income 
is currently obtained from training reining horses and performs the duties of employment on 
the premises of a horse training operation. 

g. An Amateur who is NOT currently an apprentice trainer, nor has bee an apprentice in the past 
5 years.  

2. 3-year/$25,000+ Exception:  An applicant may be granted Amateur status if 3 years has passed since: 
a. The applicant was a spouse of a Professional 
b. The applicant resided with a Professional (including a parent of the applicant) or 
c. The applicant was directly or indirectly employed by a Professional to perform all duties that 

did not include training horses or horse riders for remuneration. 
d. And the applicant has not won $25,000 in reining horse competition of all types. 

This includes winnings in all breed associations and any and all reining competitions regardless by 
whom such competitions are produced, sponsored or approved. 
A person applying for Amateur classification under this 3 year/$15,000 exception shall provide to the 
NRHA a detailed life history for the 3 year period immediately prior to the date on the application for 
Amateur status.  This will include: 

a. a sworn listing of all winnings in all reining horse competitions, whether or not such 
competitions are sanctioned by the NRHA. 
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b. In addition, the person shall provide to the NRHA any and all additional information as the 

NRHA may request related to documenting the status of the applicant.  If application, all is 
subject to a lie detector test. 

There is no right to classification as an Amateur and this classification may be granted based upon an 
evaluation of all circumstances considered relevant by the NRHA, with the final decision of the 
Executive Committee, upon recommendation of the Non Pro/Amateur Committee, to be final. 

3. In regard to participation as an Amateur, you may not: 
a. Work in any capacity at a horse training operation 
b. Have received remuneration (pay) to ride, show, train or assist in training horses for horse 

riders be the spouse, ex-spouse, child or relative living in the same household of a person who 
has received remuneration (pay) to show, train or assist in training horses or horse riders; or 
been granted apprentice trainer status or has had to currently involved in a spousal 
relationship with a horse trainer. 

4. NRHA has adopted the following definition of immediate family:  husband, wife, parent, step-parent, 
legal guardian, child, step-child, brother, sister, half brother, half sister, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, 
grandmother, grandfather, and in-laws of the same relation as stated above.  It is the responsibility of 
the Amateur to file an Immediate Family Form with the NRHA prior to showing an immediate family 
member’s horse.  The Amateur is also responsible for updating that form with any changes.  If there 
is not an Immediate Family Form on file with the NRHA office, an Amateur may be forfeited out of 
any NRHA Amateur classes in which they have shown. 

5. Any and all present or future ownership rights to any horse being exhibited in NRHA Amateur 
division must be owned by the contestant showing the horse or by the contestant’s spouse or child 
(maximum 21 years old). 

6. Any horse exhibited at NRHA approved Limited Age Event Amateur reining horse contests must be 
owned by the contestant showing the horse, or by the contestant’s spouse or minor child (21 years of 
age or less) or minor sibling.  Said minor child may ride a horse owned by either parent or legal 
guardian.  Rider eligibility will be determined by their age at the beginning of each point year.  Said 
minor child may ride a horse owned by either parent or legal guardian or minor sibling.  There can be 
no ownership rights related to possession, profits, expenses or any other ownership interest belonging 
to any person other than the contestant.  Ownership can only be obtained in a manner permitted 
pursuant to Rule 7 below. 

7. Any transaction relating to the sale or transfer of a horse to an Amateur other than by immediate 
family members must be at fair market value.  The Amateur is responsible for documenting said 
transaction in a satisfactory fashion in the event of any protest.  If an Amateur and/or his/her 
immediate family member sells a horse and then buys it back, the Amateur and/or his/her immediate 
family member cannot show that horse in Amateur classes for 180 days from the time he/she 
originally sold the horse. 

8. The Executive Committee shall have the right to review in detail any transaction regarding the 
purchase or sale of a horse by the holder of an NRHA Amateur card if in their judgment there was 
intent to misuse the rules of the Association.  At the Executive Committee’s discretion, there shall be 
a review if a horse is repurchased or resold.  Included in the review shall be methods of procurement, 
all transfer records, cancelled checks, and deposit slips if so directed by the Executive Committee. 
The procurement of mortality insurance and a receipt of payment to a third party is an acceptable 
proof of sale.  The original owner’s knowledge of the sale is not necessary for proof of sale involving 
an agent.  All parties to a transaction in violation of these NRHA rules are subject to disciplinary 
action. 

9. Procedure for those applying for Amateur status: 
a. An applicant must complete the official NRHA Amateur Declaration, and submit it to the 

NRHA office with the appropriate fee. 
b. Persons applying for Amateur status must answer all questions on the Amateur Declaration, 

agree to abide by the Amateur Code of Conduct and Ethics, and sign the Amateur Declaration 
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affirming the truth of all statements given as well as acceptance of the rules and regulations 
relating to NRHA Amateur membership. 

c. An Amateur card is a privilege and not a right.  The Amateur Committee will screen all 
applicants.  The Amateur Committee can require at any time an Amateur to submit his/her 
card for review of applicability.  The Amateur Committee can refuse an Amateur card to 
anyone deemed not in compliance with the eligibility criteria set forth in the NRHA 
Handbook. 

d. An applicant must complete an Amateur Declaration prior to entering an Amateur class.  
Amateur status will be granted on a temporary basis and is subject to revocation pending 
publication in the NRHA Reiner and approval by the Amateur Committee.  Amateur status 
will be null and void and any Amateur earnings and prizes will be forfeited if it is determined 
that the applicant is not eligible under NRHA Amateur conditions, as defined in the NRHA 
Handbook.  Failure to comply with the application requirements as specified in this Handbook 
may result in disciplinary action. 

e. Denial of Amateur status may be appealed to the Executive Committee. 
f. A professional (excluding members in the Apprentice Program) desiring to obtain Amateur 

status may do so after meeting all Amateur conditions for a period of time equal to the 
number of years they have not met the Amateur requirements with a minimum of three (3) 
years and a maximum of five (5) years.  The NRHA Office may then be notified and the 
official Amateur Declaration and fees may be submitted for approval or disapproval by the 
Board of Directors or their designate.  Until the applicant is notified of the NRHA decision, 
the applicant shall not show in NRHA Amateur competition until notified. 

g. A professional that attains Amateur status after fulfilling stated criteria, shall e eligible for any 
classes or divisions based on their current eligibility. 

10. Should a member wish to protest the eligibility of an Amateur, he may file a protest with the NRHA 
office in accordance with the procedures set forth in the disciplinary procedure section.  The protest 
must be signed by a current member in good standing.  In protests regarding the eligibility of an 
Amateur, the 15-day rule for filing such protests is not applicable.  In these types of protests, he or 
she must file within the current or subsequent year of the actual incident.  Upon receipt of a validly 
filed protest, the Amateur Committee may choose to request the individual in question to voluntarily 
return his/her Amateur card.  If the individual chooses not to surrender his/her card, the Committee 
shall send the issue to the Investigation Review Committee established for Amateurs. 

11. Penalty – Should the Executive Committee determine an Amateur has made a false declaration, the 
Amateur will forfeit all Amateur winnings earned during the current year, and be subject to 
disciplinary procedures.  When a horse/rider is found to be ineligible, the earnings and awards will be 
forfeited to the NRHA.  Upon receipt of the earnings, NRHA will redirect the forfeited earnings to 
the show committee to be redistributed.  NRHA will make corrections to the class placing and 
earnings in the database.  It is the responsibility of the ineligible exhibitor to return all forfeited 
earnings to the NRHA and all prizes and awards to the show secretary. 

12. Renewing Amateur status:  If an Amateur membership has lapsed for more than one calendar year, 
the applicant will be required to complete the NRHA Amateur Declaration and submit it to the 
NRHA office with the appropriate fee. 

13. Relinquishing Amateur Status:  An Amateur that gives up his/her Amateur status, and becomes a 
professional must notify the NRHA office in writing within thirty (30) days of the change.  Amateur 
earnings in any category/class will not be utilized in determining current eligibility, with the 
exception of the Rookie Professional class (see definition of Rookie Professional in D. Categories of 
Competition and Class Eligibility, Category 1). 

 
Re-number subsequent. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
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1. Category 2 enhancement and optional 
2. Creates a range of classes that goes more extensively to the “grass roots”. 
3. Opens another tier for lower priced but quality horses. 
4. Allows smaller trainers “not high profile” to accumulate a broader customer base. 
5. Has no immediate impact on Non Pro classes as it creates a cross entry on concurrent classes.  Or, if 

not concurrent entries will go up as horse stalls will go up with more participants. 
6. Affiliates will see more income from the added entries. 

NRHA needs to keep up with other programs in offering more versatile classes for contestants to grow from 
i.e. AQHA Novice and NCHA Amateur. 
 
 
50-01-10  Submitted by Sue Badgley 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, d. Categories of Competition & Class Eligibility  
(reference page 50 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 

Divide Prime Time Non-Pro into two levels (Category 1): 
Level 1 for Non-Pro riders 50 and older with lifetime earnings of $5,000 or less. 
Level 2 for Non-Pro riders 50 and older with lifetime earnings greater than $5,000. 
 

Intent of Proposal:  
If the intent of the Prime Time class was to provide additional monetary opportunities for Non Pro riders, 
then it has been successful. 
However, if the intent was to provide an additional opportunity for older riders that are competing in reining, 
it is difficult to experience success when they are competing against such a broad range of experience 
(Limited, Intermediate, and Open Non-Pros). Developing two level will allow older riders to compete with 
riders of similar skills and provide a more appropriate level of competition. 
 
 
50-02-10  Submitted by the NRHA Executive Committee 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, D. Categories of Competition & Class Eligibility  
(reference page50 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
LEVEL 2 LIMITED OPEN AGED EVENT – Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA card who is not in 
the Top 140 money earners in Open classes based on Open earnings in Category 2 and 6 events for the 
previous three calendar years.  In addition, the Top 50 Non Pro riders based on total earnings in Category 2 
and 6 events over the previous three calendar years are not eligible.  All riders who are eligible for Level 1 
Open are eligible for Level 2 Open.  For members giving up Non Pro cards please refer to the Non Pro 
conditions section 9. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
Clarification. 
 
 
51-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Executive Committee 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, D. Categories of Competition & Class Eligibility  
(reference page 51 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
LEVEL 2 LIMITED NON PRO AGED EVENT – Open to any rider holding a valid NRHA Non Pro card 
who is not in the Top 125 money earners in Open classes based on Non Pro earnings in Category 2 and 6 
events for the previous three calendar years.    All riders who are eligible for Level 1 Non Pro are eligible for 
Level 2 Non Pro.  For members giving up Non Pro cards please refer to the Non Pro conditions section 9. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
Clarification. 
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52-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Judges Committee 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, D. Categories of Competition & Class Eligibility  
(reference page 52 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
REVISED 3/31/2009 
Page 52 
Youth 10 & Under Short Stirrup 
…The rider may ride with standard reins or with any type of closed reins and may ride with one or two hands 
on the reins at any time during the class. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To allow riders to ride one or two handed. 
 
 
55-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Executive Committee 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, F. Show Approval (1)  (reference page 55 of the 2009 
NRHA Handbook) 

F. SHOW APPROVAL 
(1) There will be no NRHA sanctioned events scheduled during the same show week (defined Monday – 

Sunday) as NRHA owned events (i.e. NRHA Futurity or the NRHA Derby) or the week prior to the NRHA 
Derby without the approval of the NRHA Executive Committee.  NRHA Executive Committee approval will 
be required for any NRHA sanctioned events to be held in the same geographic region as an Affiliate Final.  
 
Intent of Proposal: 
Amend rule to avoid scheduling on top of the week of Derby move-in. 
 
 
56-01-10  Submitted by NRHA Membership Services Department 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, F. Show Approval (9)(b)(C)  (reference page 56 of the 
2009 NRHA Handbook) 
9 Show Classifications (b) A Events (C): 
Show Representative/Steward, Show Secretary and Show Manager must be three separate individuals and 
Show Representative/Steward cannot be an immediate family member (as defined in the Non Pro conditions) 
of the Show Secretary and/or the Show Manager. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
Clean up. Makes consistent throughout the rulebook. 
 
 
59-01-10  Submitted by Anat Kirshner 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, G. Aged Events Conditions  (reference page 59 of the 2009 
NRHA Handbook) 
 

G. AGED EVENTS CONDITIONS 
Allow affiliates to have category 6 series (at least 4 shows until September of each year) with minimum 
of 500$ for the event. Another way of having this rule is to add to category 2 after snaffle bit hackamore 
a rule saying: Providing there is a series of 4 shows this class can be operated with a bit and minimum of 
500$ added. 

 
Intent of Proposal:  
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To give an incentive to horse owners to keep their horses in training and showing after the Futurity. In small 
affiliates when Derby money is not as high as in the NRHA Derby we have to find ways to encourage the 
owners.  
Snaffle & Hackamore class is not the best opportunity to show horses that have been shown already. 
 
 
61-01-10  Submitted by Doug McClellend 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, E. Added Money & N. Show Results  (reference pages 61 
and 65 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
Pg 61, E. Added Money 
Add new (4) then renumber subsequent 
(4)  Non Pro added money must be a minimum of $1,500. 
 
Current (4)  Intermediate Non Pro added money may not exceed the added money in the Non Pro and must 
be a minimum of $1,000. 
 
Current (5)  Limited Non Pro added money may not exceed must be a minimum of $500 in Category 1 
classes and may not exceed the added money in the Non Pro or Intermediate Non Pro in Category 2 or 6 
classes. 
 
Pg 65, N. Show Results 
(5)  Show Committees may retain up to 50 percent of the net entry fees in Open classes.  They may retain up 
to 40 percent in Non Pro classes.  (Net entry fees….. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To keep pace with expenses to get to a show.  Entry fees are the cheapest part of the process with the worst 
return on investment to overall expenses. 
Annual Dues  +300%    Trailer  600-800% 
Horses   +200-500%   Trainers 100-300% 
Truck   +400-700%   Fuel, Motel, food, taxes on earnings, etc.++ 
 
 
63-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Executive Committee 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, L. General Show Conditions (8)  (reference page 63 of the 
2009 NRHA Handbook) 
(8) Substitution of riders will not be permitted except by agreement of the show management and NRHA 
representative in case of injury or other extenuating circumstances. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
This allows for rider changes due to instances other than injury such as sickness, death in family, etc. 
 
 
63-02-10  Submitted by David L. Archer 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, L. General Show Conditions (9)  (reference page 63 of the 
2009 NRHA Handbook) 
L-9 Proposed Change 
In Futurities Non Pro shall ride only one horse. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To make Futurity as even a start as possible for each contestant. 
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63-03-10  Submitted by David L. Archer 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, L. General Show Conditions (9)  (reference page 63 of the 
2009 NRHA Handbook) 
L. General Show Conditions 
Add new (9)  No horse may be shown before it is 3 years old in NRHA events. 
 
Re-number subsequent numbers 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To protect young horses. 
 
 
64-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Membership Services Department 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, M. Ties  (reference page 64 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
M. TIES 
Add New: 
(4) In the event of a co-championship, the participant that loses the coin toss does have the option of 
purchasing a second trophy. 
 
Renumber subsequent 
 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To put into the Handbook what is currently practiced. 
 
 
65-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Membership Services Department 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, N. Show Results; Worksheet for NRHA Paybacks  
(reference page 65 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
N. SHOW RESULTS 
(6) NRHA approved events will pay back to the current rider, agent or owner of the horse as recorded with 
the NRHA the total of the net entry fees, less the show committee’s retainage plus the total added money (the 
full amount of added money must be paid out).  The contestants… 
 
(at top of page) 
WORKSHEET FOR NRHA PAYBACKS 
*In the case of negative net entry fee there is no 5% paid to the NRHA and no show committee retainage.  
The entire amount of advertised added money will then be paid according to the appropriate payback 
schedule. Round to the nearest penny when calculating prize money* 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To clarify exactly how payouts are to be calculated when there are not enough entry fees to cover the costs of 
the class. 
 
 
65-02-10  Submitted by the NRHA Judges Committee 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, N. Show Results (9); Rules for Judging, B. Scoring, Note  
(reference page 65 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
Page 65 (9) and Page 91: Note 
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Neither a no score nor a 0 is eligible to place in a go round or single go round class.  Neither a no score nor a 
0 may advance in a multi-go event. but a 0 may advance in a multi-go event while a no score may not.  In 
multi-go events, finals qualifying horses that get a 0 or a scratch will still be eligible for payouts, with a 0 
placing higher than a scratch.  In the event not enough horses qualify for total purse distribution, the 
undistributed portion of the purse will be retained by show management. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To clarify that a zero cannot place in a single go class and to prevent runs receiving a 0 from advancing in a  
multi-go event. 
 
 
67-01-10  Submitted by Anat Kirshner 
Change SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS, O. Year End Awards  (reference page 67 of the 2009 
NRHA Handbook) 

O.  Year End Awards 
Add new (10)  Affiliates can grant year end trophies in all classes providing those classes were offered 
in at least 4 shows until September of each year. Awards will be granted for a combination of one 
rider/one horse. Champions will be awarded with a pewter trophy and reserved champions with a 
plaque. 
 

Intent of Proposal:  
Encourage people to participate in more shows. 
 
 
83-01-10  Submitted by Dori Schwartzenberger 
Change FREESTYLE, B. Judging of Freestyle Reining  (reference page 83 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
REVISED 3/31/09 
Add new (6) and renumber subsequent: 
(6) All five (5) point penalties apply except touching holding the saddle or saddle horn with the free hand 
either hand, which is allowed. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To eliminate confusion between when touching the saddle is part of the freestyle run and when it is not by 
allowing it in any freestyle class. 
 
 
84-01-10  Submitted by NRHA Staff and the NRHA Executive Committee 
ADD NEW SECTION 

NRHA SHOW STEWARD  
 
A .Stewarding Privileges 
     (1) Designation as an NRHA approved Steward is a privilege not a right, bestowed by the NRHA Board 
of Directors, according to procedures formulated by the NRHA.  The privilege shall be open to individuals 
whose experience and expertise, as well as personal character, merits the honor.  An individual’s conduct as 
a member, exhibitor and steward and his/her ability must be exemplary.  An individual’s conduct will be 
subjected to continuous review. 
 
      (2) Approval and Testing: 

(a) Applicant must be at least 25 years of age and must have been an NRHA member in good 
standing for at least one calendar year immediately preceding application before he/she can be 
considered for approval. 



  Page 22 of 26 
(b) Must submit a complete application to NRHA Office at least 30 days prior to the school. 
(c) New Applicants must submit five (5) letters of recommendations with application from NRHA 

Certified Show Secretaries, NRHA Judges and/or NRHA Licensed Show Stewards. 
(d) Prospective Stewards must attend an NRHA Steward School and upon passing the testing 

requirements as set forth by NRHA those persons will then have their names submitted to the 
Board of Directors for consideration for Steward Privileges. 

(e) Prospective stewards who have at least one year’s previous stewarding experience with an NRHA 
Alliance organization, National Federation or FEI, may be exempt from the membership and/or 
letters of recommendation requirements and will be handled on a case by case basis.  

(f) All licensed NRHA Stewards must submit to re-testing every two (2) years. 
(g) NRHA Judges and National Federation/FEI Reining Stewards are allowed to continue to serve as 

an NRHA Show Steward for all NRHA approved shows until January 1, 2011. After January 1, 
2011, NRHA Judges and National Federation/FEI Reining Stewards will have to become a 
licensed NRHA Show Steward according to the graduated licensing dates (see item h). 

(h) Level AA shows will be required to have a licensed Show Steward beginning January 1, 2011. 
Level A shows will be required to have a licensed Show Steward beginning January 1, 2012. All 
NRHA approved shows (Levels AA, A, and B) must have a licensed Show Steward beginning 
January 1, 2013. NRHA Judges and National Federation/FEI Reining Stewards are allowed to 
serve as NRHA Show Steward must be licensed by January 1, 2013. 

 
B. Guidelines: 

(1) Stewards should remain available to judges, exhibitors and management at all times to clarify the 
application of NRHA rules and investigate any situation where the rules are not upheld.  
(2) Stewards are to be available to consult with show management and judges concerning NRHA Rules, 
but do not have the authority to override decisions made by show management or judges.  
(3) Stewards shall conduct themselves in a manner fitting and proper to one afforded the honor of 
officiating at an NRHA approved or sponsored event.  Any misconduct on the part of the Steward at any 
NRHA event such as drinking while on duty, the use of abusive language, or any other action 
unbecoming to one in his/her position either on the grounds or elsewhere during the duration of the show 
will make him/her subject to a complete and impartial hearing on the cause of the complaint before the 
appropriate committee or body.  
(4) A Steward who undertakes the obligation to officiate at an NRHA sanctioned event is responsible to 
fulfill that commitment.  Should he/she be unable to officiate for any reason, he/she is required to arrange 
for a suitable, qualified replacement.  Stewards are also required to notify the NRHA Office of said 
change, failure to do so for any reason may result in immediate suspension of Stewarding License.  
(5) If an emergency should arise that requires the Show Steward to leave the grounds he/she should 
appoint a qualified substitute to fulfill the Show Steward duties in his/her absence.  Qualified persons 
include Licensed Show Stewards, NRHA Judges or Certified Show Secretaries not employed at that 
show.   
(6) An NRHA Show Steward should clearly understand that he/she has no authority in connection with 
the management or the judging of a competition but should be consulted when interpretation of NRHA 
rules are in question. He/she should immediately report to the appropriate officials any violations of the 
rules which might impact the show. 
(7) Stewards shall not be an exhibitor at any approved event or combination of events at which he/she is 
the officiating steward or member of the officiating team.   
(8) Stewards must always act in the best interest of the NRHA avoiding any circumstances which create a 
conflict of interest while officiating at any NRHA approved event.  Conflicts of interest are subject to 
review by the NRHA.  In the event it is determined that a steward has acted in an official capacity with a 
conflict of interest, the steward may be removed from the NRHA Licensed Steward list and may be 
subject to further disciplinary action for unsportsmanlike conduct.  
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(9) Stewards shall keep in mind that while officiating they are representing the NRHA.  It is strongly 
recommended that stewards dress appropriately so as to favorably represent their position. 
(10) Stewards cannot steward the same show more than 2 years in a row. 
(11) Stewards cannot be immediate family of the exhibitors, show management, show secretary or judges 
at the same competition and may not judge or be a member of show management at the show they are 
stewarding. 
 

C. Duties of the Show Steward include but are not limited to: 
1) Protect the interests of the exhibitors, judges and show management 
2) The show Steward must represent all contestants with the show management and judge(s) and will be 

the sole liaison with said management or judge(s). 
3) To immediately investigate and act upon ay alleged rule violations. 
4) To immediately report to the show management any misrepresentation or substitution of entry. 
5) To verify that NRHA rules are followed when changes to the draw are allowed by show management 

or judges.  
6) To report to the show management and NRHA any offense or violation of the rules and prefer 

charges against violators if the violation is not properly handled by the show management. 
7) To furnish the NRHA with a complete written report as to the conduct of the competition including 

any offenses or violations of the rules by the competition or any exhibitors within fourteen (14) days 
after the last recognized day of the competition, on the form furnished by the NRHA.  If NRHA does 
not receive the completed report and/or attachments postmarked or electronically submitted within 
fourteen (14) days of the closing competition the Steward shall receive a letter of reprimand upon the 
first offense, a second offense in the same competition year will result in the said Steward will 
receiving a fine of $100 and a third offense in the same competition year will result in automatic 
revocation of Steward License until said Steward reapplies and completes the testing requirements for 
Steward School.  If the Steward disputes that the report was not timely filed he/she may appeal in 
writing to the NRHA within 30 days of receipt of notification letter from the NRHA. 

8) To make routine inspections of the arena and stable areas and to insure that these areas are 
maintained in a safe manner for the horses, exhibitors and spectators. 

9) To insure that the Protest Forms are available for NRHA members during the entire competition.   
10) To insure that the Show Steward’s contact information is made available to spectators during the 

competition. 
11) The Show Steward should be knowledgeable of accepted reining schooling practices and should take 

necessary action should he/she witness or be made aware of misconduct or abuse on the show 
grounds.  The Show Steward must report if he/she observes any horse being abused or if there are 
actions by the contestant detrimental to the best interest of the NRHA; loud profane language, 
drunkenness or being under the influence of intoxicants; any unsportsmanlike conduct toward judges, 
show management or other exhibitors; or any other infraction of NRHA rules. 

12) Report to the NRHA details of accidents and/or injuries relating to both humans and horses on the 
official Accident/Injury Report Form provided by the NRHA.  In the event of a fatality the NRHA 
should be notified as soon as possible no later than the next NRHA business day. 

13) Stewards are required to report no score situations and details of the no score in the official Show 
Steward Report. 

14) Stewards must report to the NRHA any rider who shows without an exhibitor number or uses the 
incorrect exhibitor number.  

15) Stewards must retain copies of steward report forms and supporting documentation for a period of 
one year. 

16) If more than 12 hours per day of stewarding will be required, show management should hire multiple 
Show Stewards and the Show Steward will be required to report any work over 12 hours to the 
NRHA. 
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ALL OTHER AREAS IN THE HANDBOOK, VERBIAGE NEEDS TO CHANGE FROM 
‘REPRESENTATIVE’ to ‘STEWARD’. 
 
Intent of Proposal (include additional pages as necessary): Add the Show Steward Program to the 
handbook, add new rule changes and adjust current rule changes to correct verbiage. 
 
 
85-01-10  Submitted by Craig Sutter 
Change JUDGES, A. Judging Privileges (2)  (reference page 85 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
A. JUDGING PRIVILEGES 
Add new 2.F: 
New applicants for world wide judging privileges must have at least $1,000 in life time NRHA earnings at 
the time of application. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To ensure new worldwide judges have at least minimal experience showing reining horses.  Current judges 
would not be impacted nor would new continental judges in developing areas. 
 
 
91-01-10  Submitted by the NRHA Judges Committee 
Change RULES FOR JUDGING, B. Scoring (5)  (reference page 91 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
Page 91 (5) 
Excess rein may be straightened at any place a horse is allowed to be completely stopped during a pattern.  
When using a romal, the rider’s hand shall be around the reins with the wrist kept straight and relaxed, the 
thumb on top and the hand closed around the reins; no fingers between the reins are allowed.  The free hand 
may be used to hold the romal provided it is held in a relaxed position and there is at least 16” of romal from 
the free hand to the reining hand and in a relaxed position.  Use of the free hand while holding the romal to 
alter the tension or length of the reins from the bridle to the reining hand is considered to be the use of two 
hands and a score of 0 will be applied with the exception of any place a horse is allowed to be completely 
stopped during a pattern. 
 
Picture of acceptable and unacceptable examples should be included in the Handbook if possible. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To clarify acceptable use of the romal. 
 
 
91-02-10  Submitted by Ollie Griffith 
Change RULES FOR JUDGING, B. Scoring (6)  (reference page 91 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
Page 91 (6) f Add new 3. 
The following will result in a score of 0: 
On run in patterns, once beginning a canter a complete stop prior to reaching the first marker 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
Clarification of current judging practices. 
 
 
92-01-10  Submitted by Ollie Griffith 
Change RULES FOR JUDGING, B. Scoring (9)(d)  (reference page 92 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
Page 92 (9) d 
The following will result in a 2 point penalty: 
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On run in patterns, failure to be in a canter prior to reaching the first marker or break of gait prior to the first 
marker. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
Clarification of current judging practices. 
 
 
93-01-10  Submitted by Craig Sutter 
Change RULES FOR JUDGING, B. Scoring (17)  (reference page 93 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 

B. (17) page 93 of 2009 NRHA Handbook 
All riders must dismount and the horse must be presented and the bridle dropped by the rider or a 
designated representative.  The horse and equipment must be checked by the designated judge in the 
arena or in close proximity to the arena during a pre- or post-check. 
 
Section 3. page 121 of 2009 NRHA Handbook 
 
(a) Show committees have the option of using an optional pre-check. or a post-check.  When a pre-check 
is used, there shall be no routine post-check.  A pre-check system should not be used in a single judged 
event.  When a pre-check is used, it is strongly recommended that there be a designated area in close 
proximity to the pre-check judge for the checked horses to remain until they enter the arena. 
 
(d)  When a pre-check system is used, aAll officiating judges, including the pre-check and post-check 
judges, are compelled to call any acts of abuse to a horse while in the arena.  If the situation arises where 
a chair judge calls a no score, the judge making the call should request that the exhibitor present his/her 
horse to the prepost-check judge for inspection.  If a no score is called, the exhibitor can accept or contest 
the call.  If contested, the other judge(s) shall be called as soon as is practical to examine the horse and 
confer. 

 
Intent of Proposal:  
To restore proper governance and stewardship of our sport. 
 
 
93-02-10  Submitted by the NRHA Judges Committee 
Change RULES FOR JUDGING, B. Scoring  (reference page 93 of the 2009 NRHA Handbook) 
REVISED 3/31/09 
Page 93; Add New (19) and renumber subsequent: 
Judges Guide Page 127, Reviews; Add New Section 3: 
 
An exhibitor or owner in the respective class may request a review of a major penalty applied to a run (penalty score 
zero and 5 point penalty).  The judge(s) has the right to deny or honor the request.  If honored by the judge(s) he/she 
must believe the entire class was videotaped by an official videographer.  The request must be made no later than 30 
minutes after the last run of the class day and before the judge(s) has left the grounds for the day.  In cases where a 
class is run in sections over multiple days, each day’s scores will be official thirty minutes after the last run of each 
section.  Exhibitors or owners may not have direct contact with the judge(s) during the entire process of requesting a 
review.  The request must be submitted to the Show Steward, Show Representative, or if need be Show Management 
who will take the request to the judge(s). 
 
Page 65 (11) 
 
A reining will be complete and the posted scores will be considered official thirty minutes following the last horse run 
of the day class.  In cases where a class is run in sections over multiple days, each day’s scores will be official thirty 
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minutes after the last run of each section.  Scores must be posted or made available to exhibitors as soon as possible.  
Score corrections may not be made at any time after the judge has left the grounds. 
 
Intent of Proposal: 
To outline the proper way for a request for review to be made and to specify who may make such requests.  
Allowing exhibitors or owners to request a review will give judges the ability to correct an error involving a 
major penalty.  The changes to page 65 are needed for consistency. 
 
 
 



Texas Tech Guns Up Ride N Slide  
Saturday June 13, 2009 (8:30 AM Start Time) 

Texas Tech Equestrian Center, Lubbock, Texas 
NRHA AQHA WTRHA Approved 

Judge: Kristian Lilly 
Show Manager: Dr. Kim Guay 
Show Secretary: Glenda Harrel 

NRHA Representative: Katherine Moore 
 

Classes with *, @ ,^, #, or ) run concurrently 
 
Class Added $ Entry Fee Judges Fee Pattern 
Green Reiner  20 15 10 
*Open 500 40 20   2 
*Int Open 250 20 15   2 
*Ltd Open 150 15 10   2 
*AQHA Open  30    2 
Green as Grass  20 15   5 
)Novice Hor Open L1   JP 20 15   5 
)Novice Hor NP L1   JP 20 15   5 
@Rookie L2   JP 20 20   3 
@AQHA Nov Am  30    3  
^Yth 13 & U  10    6 
^Yth 14 – 18  10    6 
^AQHA Yth !3 & U  10    6 
^AQHA Yth 14 – 18  10    6 
^WTRHA Yth 18 & U 10    6 
#Non Pro 300 30 20   4 
#Int Non Pro 150 15 15   4 
#Ltd Non Pro 150 15 15   4 
#Non Pro Gelding 150 15 15   4 
#Prime Time Non Pro   JP 20 15   4 
#AQHA Amateur  30    4 
WTRHA $500   JP 20 15   8 

 
No Payback in Green As Grass or Green Reiner classes 

There are a limited number of RV Hookups (electric only) at $20/night 
 

Stalls are $30/night, Shavings are $8/bag 
Negative Coggins required at check-in. 

 
Paid Warm-ups are $25 for 10 minutes 

Available Friday, June 12, 1 – 4 PM, and 4:30 – 10 PM 
Arena will be open after paid warm-ups on Friday evening 

 
For stall reservations, and Paid Warmups 

Please call Texas Tech Equestrian Center at 806-792-4682 
 

No payback in Green as Grass or Green Reiner 
AQHA classes use AQHA rules.  For complete rules on WTRHA Youth, Green as Grass, Green Reiner, 

and WTRHA $500, please consult the WTRHA website for class conditions 
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